Betty Buckley taught a master class in what it is like to be a Broadway diva at Feinstein’s at Loews Regency on Tuesday evening. This deep-dish autobiographical show, “Broadway by Request,” which began a one-month run at the club, portrays the job as strenuous, brutally competitive labor in which every triumph is countered with rejection, disappointment and self-doubt. Nerves of steel are recommended…. her singing was as dramatically focused as ever (“Whoever You Are, I Love You” from “Promises Promises,” and “Memory” from “Cats” were high points) …….



-  
Stephen Holden, The New York Times

Betty Buckleyreturns to Feinstein's with her most enjoyable and entertaining act in years. "Broadway by Request" mixes a changing assortment of songs from singer's 40-year professional career with unfailingly amusing stories and anecdotes, giving us the best of Betty Buckley indeed.  …  Along with her singing, Buckley demonstrates a friendly, easygoing and candid storytelling style. What makes the format work so well is that it forces Buckley to sing in unvarnished fashion. …  The winning element to the program, though, is that Buckley spends half the time talking directly, openly, and humorously to the patrons….



-
Steven Suskin, Variety

Buckley plowed through her theatrical repertoire with her typical vocal power and passion.  But what makes the show such a treat are not necessarily the song selections - many of them have long been staples of her act - but the accompanying backstage anecdotes. ….Of being hired for "Cats," she recalled that she was told that her "job assignment was to stop the show." She did it for the umpteenth time again this night, performing "Memory" with a haunting immediacy that well demonstrated the reasons for her career longevity.

· Frank Scheck, The New York Post

One of my favorite Musical Theatre stars is the great Betty Buckley.

… If you go, and you should, request something from CARRIE.

She’s got a story that will crack you up. And then she’ll break your heart

with a gorgeous ballad from the show. 

· Michael Riedel, The New York Post

With her distinctive vibrato and her tender interpretive skills highly honed, the singer is in fine voice and the whole evening adds up to a fun trip down the backstage alleys of the theatre world that non-show-biz folks rarely get to see.  Betty Buckley’s BROADWAY BY REQUEST is not just a playful experiment, but a truly entertaining night at the finest nightclub in New York.

· Lesley Alexander, Whitney Radio

BROADWAY BY REQUEST – A MUST SEE! 

It was a rare glimpse at a star, up close and personal. As we watched the gift of the talent and the magic spell that she cast over the audience, making us all laugh and cry ….

This show had so many high points that it's hard to pinpoint a favorite …

If you can make it, don't miss this one... It's truly a VERY special "must-see."

· Robert Diamond, BroadwayWorld.com

On those very rare occasions when a concert/cabaret act is as moving, funny, thrilling and all-around entertaining as one hopes, I often feel like writing a two-word review: "Just go!"  Buckley, who is known for her tremendous emotional connection to a lyric, was in stellar form: I continue to be amazed by the dramatic intensity that imbues all her work. Each song is treated as if it were a play unto itself, and everything she touched this past Tuesday night was as powerful vocally as it was emotionally. 

Buckley has always been a terrific storyteller in song, but who knew she was equally compelling without the music? These are marvelous, theatrical stories
· Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

And it is truly grand to hear Buckley giving you the passionate Broadway belting that originally made her name.

· Jonathan Warman, New York Blade

Buckley has long had a voice that can send chills up and down one's spine, including the silvery tones and the high notes that have put factory whistles to shame …

· David Finkle, Theatermania.com

She’s singing her own Broadway songbook, and not only does she sound like a million bucks, she’s displaying a wonderful dry sense of humor when she introduces each song.  Her stories alone are worth the price of admission –

Ms. Buckley is extremely warm and accessible in this show… And why not?  It’s a veritable love-in between fans and their star.  Her audience is not only getting the songs that made Ms. Buckley a star on Broadway, they’re getting them the way they were written.



-
Scott Siegel, TalkinBroadway.com

Some cabaret artists get by on personality.  Betty Buckley definitely has one – as warm and engaging as her voice – but she’s also a glorious singer who needs no gimmickry to get a song across.   



-
Sandy MacDonald, Theater News Online

