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In Concert

BROADWAY BY REQUEST

“Betty Buckley taught a master class in what it is like to be a Broadway diva at Feinstein’s at Loews Regency on Tuesday evening. This deep-dish autobiographical show, “Broadway by Request,” which began a one-month run at the club, portrays the job as strenuous, brutally competitive labor in which every triumph is countered with rejection, disappointment and self-doubt. Nerves of steel are recommended…. her singing was as dramatically focused as ever (“Whoever You Are, I Love You” from “Promises Promises,” and “Memory” from “Cats” were high points) …….”



-  
Stephen Holden, The New York Times

“Betty Buckleyreturns to Feinstein's with her most enjoyable and entertaining act in years. "Broadway by Request" mixes a changing assortment of songs from singer's 40-year professional career with unfailingly amusing stories and anecdotes, giving us the best of Betty Buckley indeed.  …  Along with her singing, Buckley demonstrates a friendly, easygoing and candid storytelling style. What makes the format work so well is that it forces Buckley to sing in unvarnished fashion. …  The winning element to the program, though, is that Buckley spends half the time talking directly, openly, and humorously to the patrons….”



-
Steven Suskin, Variety

“Buckley plowed through her theatrical repertoire with her typical vocal power and passion.  But what makes the show such a treat are not necessarily the song selections - many of them have long been staples of her act - but the accompanying backstage anecdotes. ….Of being hired for "Cats," she recalled that she was told that her "job assignment was to stop the show." She did it for the umpteenth time again this night, performing "Memory" with a haunting immediacy that well demonstrated the reasons for her career longevity.”

· Frank Scheck, The New York Post
“One of my favorite Musical Theatre stars is the great Betty Buckley.

… If you go, and you should, request something from CARRIE.

She’s got a story that will crack you up. And then she’ll break your heart

with a gorgeous ballad from the show. “

· Michael Riedel, The New York Post

“With her distinctive vibrato and her tender interpretive skills highly honed, the singer is in fine voice and the whole evening adds up to a fun trip down the backstage alleys of the theatre world that non-show-biz folks rarely get to see.  Betty Buckley’s BROADWAY BY REQUEST is not just a playful experiment, but a truly entertaining night at the finest nightclub in New York.”

· Lesley Alexander, Whitney Radio

“BROADWAY BY REQUEST – A MUST SEE! 

It was a rare glimpse at a star, up close and personal. As we watched the gift of the talent and the magic spell that she cast over the audience, making us all laugh and cry ….

This show had so many high points that it's hard to pinpoint a favorite …

If you can make it, don't miss this one... It's truly a VERY special "must-see."

· Robert Diamond, BroadwayWorld.com

“On those very rare occasions when a concert/cabaret act is as moving, funny, thrilling and all-around entertaining as one hopes, I often feel like writing a two-word review: "Just go!"  Buckley, who is known for her tremendous emotional connection to a lyric, was in stellar form: I continue to be amazed by the dramatic intensity that imbues all her work. Each song is treated as if it were a play unto itself, and everything she touched this past Tuesday night was as powerful vocally as it was emotionally. 

Buckley has always been a terrific storyteller in song, but who knew she was equally compelling without the music? These are marvelous, theatrical stories”
· Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

“And it is truly grand to hear Buckley giving you the passionate Broadway belting that originally made her name.”

· Jonathan Warman, New York Blade

“Buckley has long had a voice that can send chills up and down one's spine, including the silvery tones and the high notes that have put factory whistles to shame …”

· David Finkle, Theatermania.com

“She’s singing her own Broadway songbook, and not only does she sound like a million bucks, she’s displaying a wonderful dry sense of humor when she introduces each song.  Her stories alone are worth the price of admission –

Ms. Buckley is extremely warm and accessible in this show… And why not?  It’s a veritable love-in between fans and their star.  Her audience is not only getting the songs that made Ms. Buckley a star on Broadway, they’re getting them the way they were written.”



-
Scott Siegel, TalkinBroadway.com

“Some cabaret artists get by on personality.  Betty Buckley definitely has one – as warm and engaging as her voice – but she’s also a glorious singer who needs no gimmickry to get a song across.”   



-
Sandy MacDonald, Theater News Online

THE KENNEDY CENTER

“While the theatrics were killer (and so was the extremely amusing patter between songs)...Buckley and longtime pianist Kenny Werner showed more interest in the melancholic sense that the subtle swing of the bossa nova standards 'Dindi' and 'How Insensitive,' while 'Fire and Rain'--with Buckley expertly tiptoeing on the notes--was one of a number of exercises in delicate, character-driven singing... The big Broadway ballads may have stopped the show (and yes, the encore was 'Memory'), but the understated, jazzy excursions sustained it.”

· Nelson Pressley, The Washington Post

BIRDLAND

“Betty Buckley has one of the great voices of our time and is one of the greatest Broadway performers of the modern musical era...Whether its the opening 'On the 4th of July' or a moving rendition of 'How Deep is the Ocean' or a gorgeous version of 'Autumn Leaves' or an evocative take on the standard, 'Skylark,' Ms Buckley lets the song envelop her so fully she appears transported...to watch her and listen to her is an experience beyond non-ostentatious description...Betty Buckley had completely enchanted her audience.”

-
Frank J. Avella, New York Cool

“More than most popular singers, Ms. Buckley turns favorite songs into vehicles for voicing her personal philosophy...In addition there are rock 'n' roll and country aspects to Ms. Buckley's sensibility.  The rock

'n' roll side came out spectacularly in a blues-tinged rendition of 'Since I Fell For You.'...memories that not only stick in our mind, but also warm your heart and soul long after the fact.”

-
Stephen Holden, The NY Times

“And, what a beautiful repertoire it was: From the atomospheric 'Autumn Leaves' to the hearbreaking songs of Antonio Carlos Jobim, Buckley offered an evening of beautiful tunes that were also beautifully acted...

a new addition to Buckley's eclectic repertoire, 'Ghost in This House,' which was as emotionally powerful as it was gorgeously delivered. Buckley's soprano tones were at their most lovely on this supremely moving selection.”

· Andrew Gans, Playbill. Com

THEN AND NOW

“Ms. Buckley…epitomizes the singer as Method actor, passionately living inside her material.  Every song becomes a performance with a capital P.  Her fusion of theatrical grandeur with open-ended pop-jazz arrangements, which elongates songs into iconoclastic think pieces, is wildly ambitious and never less than fascinating.”

· Stephen Holden, The New York Times

SYRACUSE, NY SYMPHONY

“Her ability to deliver text and set mood is virtually unparalleled among contemporary singers.”


-
Chuck Klaus, The Post Standard

THE TOWN HALL – NEW YORK CITY

“Betty Buckley is nothing if not theatrical, and can play the big dramatic moments and emotions but also has a knack for pulling you in to something more personal even in a big theatre.  She made one hang on moment by moment, breath by breath…one moment projecting a lost soul, the next a confident woman on her own, she’s a chameleon.  And always an intriguing performer.”


-
Rob Lester, The Edge

FORT WORTH, TX SYMPHONY

“The evening presented both Big Broadway Betty – the dynamic singer who can hit the money notes with the support of an orchestra—as well as the subtler cabaret artist who can draw you in with just a telling word or phrase.”


-
Matthew Erickson, Fort Worth Star-Telegram

SONGS FOR A SUMMER NIGHT

“The singing is fine as always, the patter is relaxed and Buckley is clearly in control…she has a powerhouse voice and the ability to use it.”


-
Steven Suskin, Variety

“Betty Buckley is in magnificent form…she swings through some jazzy arrangements, then melts hearts.”

· Michael Reidel, New York Post

SINGIN’ FOR MY SUPPER

“Ms. Buckley has refined a sprawling stylistic fusion of jazz and theater singing that resists categories.  Iconoclastic and spellbinding.  The musical territory they cover is rugged and far-reaching.”


-
Stephen Holden, The New York Times
QUINTESSENCE at the Allen Room at Jazz at Lincoln Center

“Her program is titled “Quintessence,” meaning the perfect embodiment, in this case of a song.  Buckley is a consummate actor capable of revealing the dramatic truth of a lyric while framing the musical text with a voice that can purr like a kitten or roar like a lioness.”

· Robert L. Daniels, Daily Variety

QUINTESSENCE at The Blue Note Jazz Club

“Spacious jazz landscapes through which Ms. Buckley, never one to shirk a challenge, romps with excitement.  She unveils a hard swinging side of her complex musical personality that adds a notch to her belt of stylistic conquests.”

· Stephen Holden, The New York Times

“It’s as though a strong current soars through her body, creating a sound that must be expressed and that is a glorious sound.”


-
Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

SMOKE

“The unifying thought behind her new show ‘Smoke,’ is the evanescence of perfect moments, often romantic ones, that we can’t hold onto, try as we might.  In this smart, carefully balanced show, jazz, country, bossa nova, pop standards, soft rock and art songs jostle one another under that umbrella.  Everything is given a sharp dramatic focus, as Ms. Buckley breaks through the haze to discover meaning, clarity and connection.”

“The signature number in this season’s collection is Mary Chapin Carpenter’s ballad “Where Time Stands Still.”  Ms. Carpenter probably comes closest to being Ms. Buckley’s songwriting soul mate.  For much in the same way that Ms. Buckley’s Texas background and her Broadway career inform each other, the Nashville trappings of Ms. Carpenter’s records resonate with her refined singer-songwriter’s sensibility.  Buckley follows Ms. Carpenter’s reminiscence of an old love to its essence: ‘It’s the smell and the taste and the fear and the thrill/It’s everything I understand/And all the things I never will.’ “

-    
Stephen Holden, The New York Times

“The atmospheric vapors of her repertoire fill the air with memories of those perfect moments in life and a few that might have been marked by heartbreak.  As an actress, the lady is a consummate storyteller, drawing from the landscape of life a broad and captivating perspective of celestial imagery….Buckley sang with persuasive crystalline textures…caressed melody and lyrics with phrasing that was both descriptively telling and braced by subtle allure.”

·      Robert L. Daniels, Variety

“This talented performer has developed a subtlety and restraint that serves her well.  Her new show, aptly titled ‘Smoke,’ well demonstrates her ability to mine the emotional power of her material…a cannily chosen mixture of lesser-known contemporary songs and standards.  Easily wandering diverse musical territory that ranges from Johnny Mercer and Henry Mancini to Tom Waits and Sarah McLachlan, the singer…delivers a mesmerizing evening.  Her voice is a potent instrument, ranging from a yes, smoky lower register to a brassy belt that’s used here only sparingly.  But it is her interpretive, dramatic skills that are truly showcased here, on such numbers as a soothingly warm ‘Dreamsville,’ by Henry Mancini, and a hauntingly poignant ‘Blame It On My Youth.’ “

· Frank Scheck, The New York Post

“Betty Buckley, the Tony-winning Broadway artist has become one of our greatest storytellers…she has begun to explore a more intimate styling that brings the true essence of a song more gently to the listener…one of our greatest performers in such an intimate setting; you, too, may find yourself brushing away a few tears as ‘Smoke’ gets in your eyes.”

· Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

“Think about the aftermath of a fiery love affair.  Think also about how, sometimes, you can’t quite grasp an emotion; it’s right there in front of you but, when you reach out to touch it, it’s only air.  Buckley gives meaning to these images with songs like ‘Stardust’ (Hoagy Carmichael/Mitchell Parish), ‘ Out of This World’ (Harold Arlen/Johnny Mercer)…the show is well stocked with ballads that are beautifully differentiated by Buckley’s sensitive acting.  They are further individualized by musical director Kenny Werner’s arrangements…this is a sophisticated show by an artist with a unique talent that goes far beyond the clarion quality of her voice.”

-         Barbara and Scott Siegel, Theatremania.com


“Betty Buckley, a vibrant actress as well as an emotional singer, creates a series of poetic and dramatic moods through song.  Buckley is known for singing stories about people and about situations, but not all are ballads.  Decidedly upbeat is Tom Waits’ ‘New Coat of Paint,’ the band blazing with the blues.  Harkening back to her Texas roots, Buckley delivers the country sarcasm in Lyle Lovett’s ‘On Saturday Night,’ exploring a Nashville couple and what they don on those evenings, which is ‘take little pills.’  Although her 

powerful voice rises to full force only in her encore, ‘Memory’ (CATS), Betty Buckley, in this intimate setting, succeeds in presenting one of her most riveting shows.”

· Elizabeth Ahlfors, Cabaret Scenes

“Buckley’s phrasing is silky smooth, revealing the actress behind the voice, and that illuminates the meanings within the numbers she has chosen.  Nothing gets lost, as she communicates clearly and emoitionally.”

·     William Wolf, Wolf Entertainment Guide

PORTRAITS

“It is an artful blend of storytelling and picture-painting that reaches very high.  Her narrative sophistication is matched by a theatrical intuition that discerns as much high drama in thoughtful quietude as in pulling out the stops.”

-
Stephen Holden, The New York Times

“The Texas chanteuse is a compelling actor, and to complete the canvas, she takes the listener home with her on a picture-book travelogue.”

-
Robert L. Daniels, Variety

“The minute Betty Buckley begins to sing you know that you are in the hands of someone special.  What’s communicated is Buckley’s love of her music and the almost reverent mood she establishes when performing.  “

-
William Wolf, New York Calling

Buckley paints a palette of heartache and yearning in a show that should not be missed.  She brings her signature powerful delivery mixed with a profound vulnerability to matters of the heart with this beauty.  Buckley inhabits every song and leaves her stamp that lingers long after the song is ended.”

-
John Hoglund, Backstage

“Buckley is at the top of her vocal and interpretive talents. When she sings, there is no one that can touch her.”

-
Scott Siegel, TheatreMania.com

“It is her consummate acting skills as well as her intelligent choice of material.  Like a pointillist painting, all these elements combine to form a masterwork, and audience members can’t help but sit back and become mesmerized by the world of her artistry.”

-
Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

“Buckley does not so much sing a song as embody its essence.  Portraits provides and intimate glimpse of one of our musical treasures.”

-
Jonathan Frank, Talkin’ Broadway

JOURNEY

“a tour de force…a fierce interpretative intelligence and an instinct for scooping out the essence of a song, a performer who brooks no obstacles in her determination to get to the heart of the matter.  Her new show “Journey” pushes several boundaries.  The changing textures of the arrangements…define a malleable chamber pop style and comfortably assimilates jazz, country and semiclassical flavors.”

· Stephen Holden, The New York Times

“ It’s a smashing evening.  Actress/song stylist Buckley is a consummate and generous performer in complete command of her audience and materials…Buckley sings with precision, heart and soul.  What is so uncanny about Buckley is her ability to capture the essence of her eclectic music…”

· Ed Kaufman, The Hollywood Reporter

”Journey” embraced all aspects of her rich, multilayered creative persona.…she exuded warmth and affability, blending her songs with whimsical, insightful reminiscences…her finely drawn musical portraits…were gathered into an unusually diverse musical program.  She found the inner heart of each song.”

-
Don Heckman, The Los Angeles Times 

“Her boldly rich voice brings a variety of colors to the landscape of her songs…displaying the theatrical savvy that brought her marquee to stardom.”

·       Daily Variety

“One of the season’s most exciting cabaret events…a riveting stage presence…at the peak of her vocal and acting prowess…repeatedly brings the house down in a tour de force show that shouldn’t be missed.”

-
Backstage

“…an entirely brand-new show that is supremely moving and often thrillig.  IT’s evident that the songs she selects resonate deeply with the actress, and that is a blessing for the listener.”

· Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

DEEP IN THE HEART
“The show…is more concerned with wresting home truths from songs that fall on the blurry lines distinguishing folk, pop and what used to be called progressive country.  She brings a literary sensibility both to her choice of material and to interpreting the quicksilver sentiments of lyrics.  Fragile and fluttery one minute, she can suddenly shift gears and break your heart with a fierce, keening cry.”

-
Stephen Holden, The New York Times

Buckley is a singing actress in the fullest sense of the term, and it’s her unerring dramatic abilities that make the evening so powerful.

-
Andrew Gans, Playbill.com

Being a knowing actress and a confident singer with a bold, rangy voice, Buckley knows how to tell a story, be it a Broadway showstopper or a bluesy roadhouse tearjerker.  The luster of Buckley’s voice and the honesty of her singing makes it all supremely satisfying, be it Covent Garden or the Graand Ol’ Opry.”

-
Robert L. Daniels, Variety

“…the gentle rhythms of south-western charm.  A lyrical fragility imbues these songs….a result of this unique singer’s approach to her material.  Regardless of the simplicity of the lyric Buckley mines for emotions in the smallest fragment…to become extraordinary.  

-
Lesley Alexander, WVOX 1460AM

“…a superb evening of song with the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra titled “Deep in the Heart.”  She made the audience feel as though they were in her living room rather than a concert hall.  What really set her apart in this show (and in her career) is her phrasing.  Buckley lets the tune dictate her approach, adjusting the phrasing to conform to the composition’s plan.  It was a beautiful thing to watch and hear.”

-
Punch Shaw, The Fort Worth Star Telegram

THE DOORWAY

“Betty Buckley reached out from the stage of Alice Tully Hall to a city raw with hurt after last week’s terrorist attacks and conjured a mood of empathetic fortitude in a hushed audience.  The fragile spell she wove in her mostly somber concert was the kind of feeling a great dramatic singer can evoke when emotionally in tune with an audience.  Ms. Buckley held back until the end, when she capped the program with a majestic, full-force rendition of “America The Beautiful” segued into “Bridge Over Troubled Water.”  Instead of aiming for the sentimental jugular, she imbued both anthems with an unornamented clarity and a feeling of warm, steadfast resolve that were appropriate to the moment and gratefully welcomed.”

-
Stephen Holden, The New York Times, September 21, 2001

“Buckley was raw, and with a dramatic edge that took proceedings into a different emotional territory.”

-
James Haper, The Courier-Mail, Brisbane Australia

“Buckley’s vocal and dramatic talents were utilized as she skillfully mixed songs from Broadway…standards…and other artists…offering a program of many styles.  Through the artistry of her interpretations, offering emotions of varying shades, the eloquent Buckley created an intimacy not easy to achieve in the 2000-seat Concert Hall.”

-
Des Partridge, The Courier-Mail, Brisbane Australia

BROADWAY AND THE MUSICAL THEATER

“Buckley has a real Broadway voice, which has in recent years, become oddly a

rare commodity.  A Broadway voice has a penetrating quality that belongs to the theatre and projects the energy of the city itself.”

-
Howard Kissel, New York Daily News

“With a range that glides from a heartbreaking warble to an unabashed belt, Buckley stands comfortably as one of the most versatile, original vocalists on Broadway or anywhere else.”

-
Greg Evans, Daily Variety
“The Buckley voice-a real Broadway instrument, throbbing and soaring…”

-
Liz Smith, New York Newsday

“She possesses one of the finest, and perhaps the most unique, instruments in the musical theatre: a voice of supple steel, capable of piercing the soul with it’s razor-edged belt or ethereal upper register.”

·       Andrew Gans, Playbill

“Betty ascends once and for all to the ranks of Broadway musical diva of the highest magnitude.”

-
Ken Mandelbaum, Musical Theatre Review

“Hers is the finest voice in musical theatre today.  Betty Buckley’s renditions are definitive, moving and letter-perfect.”

-
Entertainment Weekly

“Buckley’s powerful voice, with it’s striking vibrato, is a marvelously expressive instrument, and she infuses each song with an actorly intensity that is never less than riveting.”

-
Frank Scheck, The Hollywood Reporter

“Buckley in concert is an intoxicating blend of pop, jazz, blues and the Broadway of then and now embraced by an astonishing vocal instrument and enhanced by a savvy bend of acting and heart…”

-
Perry Stewart, Fort Worth Star-Telegram

“Buckley is blessed with a superb voice that sends her songs soaring forever into our memory.  Just listen and watch.  It’s about as shiver inducing a musical moment as anything you’ll hear on Broadway today…”

-
Michael Sommers, Newark Star-Ledger

“Buckley owns the best pipes in the musical theatre and is a gifted actress as well…A singer whose instrument is a peerless melding of vulnerability and power…”

-
Jeremy Gerard, Variety

“Why is Buckley so good?  Let me count the ways!  For one thing, she has a voice that is one of the wonders of the world.  In addition, she acts with great style, pizzazz, and above all intelligence…”

-
Robert Osborne, The Hollywood Reporter

“There is no more joyful or thrilling sound on Broadway.”

-
Jan Stuart, New York Newsday

